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"Dairying in Argentina: cheap milk,… 
but sustainable?"

Gonzalo Ferreira, PhD
Dairy Management Extension Specialist

Department of Dairy Science, Virginia Tech

Dairying in Argentina 
Argentina,… where the South is cold!!!

Dairying in Argentina
Main Dairy Regions in Argentina

•• Cordoba: 37%Cordoba: 37%
•• Santa Fe: 32%Santa Fe: 32%
•• Buenos Aires: 25%Buenos Aires: 25%
•• Entre Rios: 3.1%Entre Rios: 3.1%
•• La Pampa: 1.4%La Pampa: 1.4%
•• Other: < 3%Other: < 3%

34°49’ S

Dairying in Argentina
Landscape
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Dairying in Argentina
Good Soil

Dairying in Argentina
Temperate Climate

Dairying in Argentina
Climate of Grazing Countries
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Dairying in Argentina
No Tillage
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Dairying in Argentina
No Tillage

Dairying in Argentina
Conserved Forages

Dairying in Argentina
Winter Crops

Dairying in Argentina
Summer Crops

Picture from Nicolas Capelle
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Dairying in Argentina
Grazing Efficiency

Dairying in Argentina
Crop Rotation

Dairying in Argentina
Crop Rotation

Dairying in Argentina
Feeding Management
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Dairying in Argentina
Feeding Management

Dairying in Argentina
Feeding Management

Dairying in Argentina
Feeding Management

Dairying in Argentina
Self‐service
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Dairying in Argentina
Replacements

Dairying in Argentina
Replacements

Picture from Hugo Quattrochi

Dairying in Argentina
Replacements

Dairying in Argentina
Replacements
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Dairying in Argentina
Heat Stress

Dairying in Argentina
Heat Stress
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Dairying in Argentina
Heat Stress

Dairying in Argentina
Rainfalls
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Dairying in Argentina
Lincoln (Buenos Aires), November 2012

Dairying in Argentina
Lincoln (Buenos Aires), November 2012
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Dairying in Argentina
Pehuajo (Buenos Aires), November 2012

Dairying in Argentina
Consequences of Rainfall

Dairying in Argentina
Waste Management
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Dairying in Argentina
Waste Management

Dairying in Argentina
Benchmarking
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Dairying in Argentina
Milk Market

• Population: 41 million people

• National milk production: 11,3 billion L/year 

22%22%

78%78%

Local Consumption

Exports

Ministerio de Agricultura Ganadería y Pesca (2013)
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Dairying in Argentina
Government

• Resolución 61/2007 (February 2007)

– Scenario: low global stocks and high demand

– “… establish mechanisms that insure milk supply in the 
local market”

– Cut value of U$ 2,100 per tonne of milk powder

– In October 2007, at U$ 4,000 – U$ 4,500 per tonne 
(FOB), there was >50% export duties!!!

Dairying in Argentina
Government

Dairying in Argentina
Cropping vs. Milking
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Dairying in Argentina
Infraestructure

Dairying in Argentina
Infraestructure

Dairying in Argentina
Infrastructure
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Dairying in Argentina
Infrastructure

Dairying in Argentina
People

Dairying in Argentina
Personel’s Opinion of Dairying

5%

10%

Workforce Survey: “What do dairying staff like less from their job?” 
(40 dairies, Region Santa Fe Centro, AACREA)

Mud/Rain

42%

23%

11%

9%
Weather (cold/hot)

Working Hours

Lack of Free Days

Calf Care

Others
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Dairying in Argentina
Labor
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Dairying in Argentina
Cultural Issues

“… these soldiers have been slaughtering 

cattle from their childhood, and this act of 

necessary cruelty makes them familiar with 

bloodshed and hardens their heart against 

the groans of their victims.” From the book 

Facundo (Domingo F. Sarmiento, 1845)

Dairying in Argentina
… If Cows Could Speak!
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Dairying in Argentina
Sustainability

… waste management?
… animal welfare?

THANKS!THANKS!
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